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Occupational disease kills 2 million people a 

year around the world – more than other well-

recognized global health and safety challenges 

like HIV/AIDS, armed conflict and automobile 

crashes.  

Another 160 million people in the world get sick 

every year from occupational health hazards. Not 

only adults are affected:  

 

215 million of the world’s children are child 

labourers, 53% of whom work in hazardous 

conditions. 
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Dedication to the prevention of occupational 

disease motivated the creation of the non-profit 

organization Workplace Health Without Borders. 

 

Incorporated as a charity in Canada since 2011, 

WHWB has a network of more than 400 people 

around the world, including occupational 

hygienists, physicians and others concerned 

about workplace health.  

 

Chapters are being formed in other regions, 

including the United States, Australia, Africa and 

Europe.  
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Creativity / ingenuity 
 

Brainstorming session on controls in agate processing, Wednesday, 

April 8,  at 12 noon Eastern Daylight Time.  

 

If you know anyone who is particularly interested in/expert on 

ventilation and engineering controls, please let them know about this! 

 
WHWB working with the University of Toronto and 

People's Training and Research Centre in Gujarat.  

(Grand Challenges Grant) 

 

Agate polishers working at home, families, including 

young children, may be exposed.  Respirable crystalline 

silica concentrations ranging up to 17 mg/m3. 

  

Constraints include the need for low capital and 

operating (power) costs, materials readily available in 

Gujarat, portability, and non-interference with 

production.  Our team tested some designs that were 

successful in reducing exposures, but improvement is 

still needed. 
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Leadership 

How do we get our skills and knowledge to those in need  

With thanks to Bernard Fontaine 



Slide 07 

Mentoring and training 
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Marguerite Pilger CIH, ROH 
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WHWB is an Approved Training Provider of OHTA 
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Aristides Medard, WHWB 

Regional Representative and 

champion of occupational 

health and hygiene training 

in Tanzania. 

 
In support of the University of 

Muhimbili University of Health and 

Allied Sciences and WHWB 

 

Thank you Aristides! 
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W201 Basic Principles of 

Occupational Hygiene 

 

 
๏ Taught by 2 volunteers from WHWB: 

- Lydia Renton, Course Director 

- Marianne Levitsky 

๏ 4 MUHAS professors delivered 

modules: ergonomics, noise, health 

surveillance, ventilation 

๏ 26 course participants  

-  25 took BOHS exam 

- 16 signed up to  be mentored 
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Our membership is expanding 
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Please engage in our vision – become a member, and a 

mentor! 
You have so much to offer! 
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Join our monthly teleconference 

Provide an information session 

Join one of our project teams 

Become a mentor 

Become a regional representative 
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